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A Peace Plan Within Our Grasp i 

September 1, 2010 — 
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For an Israeli-Palestinian peace to succeed, it must also be embedded in a broader regional peace 
between Israel and the Arab world. The Arab Peace Initiative, endorsed by all Arab states, offers Israel 
peace and normalization in exchange for Israel's withdrawal from Arab territory and a just solution to 
the Palestinian refugee issue. But in the interim both sides must show that this dream is within reach. 
Arab nations should continue to demonstrate the seriousness of their peace initiative with steps that 
address the hopes and concerns of ordinary Israelis. 

For its part, Israel should make no mistake: settlements and peace are incompatible, as they deepen the 
occupation that Palestinians seek to end. A complete halt to Israel's settlement expansion in the West 
Bank and East Jerusalem is critical if the negotiations are to succeed, starting with an extension of 
Israel's moratorium on settlement-building, which expires this month. 

For both sides trust can be built only on tangible security. Security, however, cannot be a justification for 
Israel's continued occupation of Palestinian land, as it undermines the cardinal principle of land for 
peace. I recognize that Israel has legitimate security needs, needs that can be reconciled with the 
Palestinians' just demand for a complete withdrawal from occupied territory. Egypt believes that the 
presence of an international force in the West Bank, to be stationed for a period to be agreed upon by 
the parties, could give both sides the confidence and security they seek. 

Finally, Egypt stands ready to host the subsequent rounds of negotiations. Every major Palestinian- 
Israeli agreement has been reached with active Egyptian involvement, in close collaboration with the 
United States. The 2001 talks in Taba, on the Egyptian coast of the Red Sea, were the closest that the 
two sides have ever come to an agreement to end the conflict. Let us pick up where we left off, and 
hope that the spirit of engagement that accompanied those last talks engenders success. 

We live in a world that is suffering from the bitter lash of extremism. A permanent peace between Israel 
and the Palestinians would bring the light of hope to the Middle East and to people everywhere, As 
someone who has witnessed both the ravages of war and the hope for peace, I appeal to all sides to 
make this new round of negotiations the one that succeeds. 
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Hosni Mubarak is the president of Egypt. 
President Mubarak's editorial can also be found here . 
For more information, please contact Anjali Reddy at 202-777-350S or areddy@clsdc.com. ~o 

This material is distributed by Chlopak, Leonard, Schechter & Associates on behoif of 9? 
the Egyptian Press and Information Office. Additional information is available at the Department of Justice,^ 
Washington, DC 



